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SEPTEMBER 20, 1971 


In place of the regular Scptcmbcr mcoting of the Socicty, we arc going 
to tour Fort Monroc. We are indecd fortunate to have as our guide the son 
of onc of our own mombcrs, Coloncl L, B, Buticr, Special Projects Officer 
at Fort Monnor, he is the son of Mrs, Mary Butler of Suffolk. I am surc 
that very fcw groups will rececive the personal attention that we will. 

We will take a walking tour of the fort, visit thc Robert E, Lec housc, 
the Chapel of the Centurium, sec the Lincoln Cannon and visit the Lincoln 
Housc. We will also rececive a bricfing on the purposc of Ft, Monroc today 
this bricfing will takc place in the Mission Room of COIARC, 

We plan to mcct at the Suffolk High School parking lot on Sunday Scpt, 26th 
at 1:30 Pli, We will take as few cars as possible. Plcasc Ict it be known 
that anyone is welcome to join us for the tour thcy do not have to be a member 
of the Socicty, If you arc planning to go pleasc call Mrs. Pratt at Castle Inn, 
in Suffolk as soon as possible. So Col, Butler will kmow how many of us to 
expcct. 

The following is some gencral information on Fort Monroc, 


Fort Monroe was one of the few forts in the South not captured by the 
Confcdcrates. It was a base for the Union Army and Navy and the scence of many 
exciting cvents. General McClellan landcd the Army of the Potomac at Ft, 
Monroc in 1862 when he attempted to capture Richmond by advancing up the 
Va. Peninsula. Abraham Lincoln spent May 6-11, 1862 at Ft. Monroc whcro 
he help plen the opcratinn against Norfolk, 

Gencral U. S, Grant was at Ft. Monroc April 1-3, 1864 to plan tho 
campaign that finally won the war. The Army on the James, which playcd 
an important part in the Petcrsburg Campaign, was assembled at Ft, Monroc, 
Amphibious expeditions organizcd at Ft. Monroe won stratcgic footholds along 
the Confederate coast from North Carolina to Louisiana, gradually closing 
down the major ports of the Confcdcracy, Naval cxpeditions against Suffolk 
were also planned here, 

Jefferson Davis, The President of the Confederate States of Amcrica, 
has become Amcricas most famous political prisoner as the result of his * 
imprisonment in a casematc, which is a chamber in the wall of a Fort, at 
Monroe on Old Point Comfort, Va. The ccll, with its whiteweshed stonc walls 
end barred windows ovcrlooking the grecn waters of the moat surrounding the 
fort, recalls vividly thet fatcful day of Nay 22, 1865, when Jefferson Davis 
falsely accuscd of plotting the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, cntercd 
as a prisoner of the Union Army. 

The storics of all these cvents and many morc, are told by exhibits in 
the casemate I!mseum, Also on display is the Civil War Historama, a panoramic 
painting by Jack Clifton describing 25 major events of the war occurring 
at or near Fort Monroc 

This is a trip thet I am sure no one will want to miss, Hope to sce you 
there. 

There are still some pcople who have not paid their dues for the ycar 
1971. Plcase get them to the Sceretary as soon as possible, 


Linwood H, Duck Jr. 
Secretary 


